
JALÄL AL-DÍN R Ru M i
Rûmi, in full Jaläl al-Din Rümi (born c. 1207, Balkh — died 1273]) is the greatest Sufi mystic and poet in the Persian language. He is famous for his lyrics and for his didacticepic Spiritual Couplets, which widely influenced mystical thought and literature throughout the Muslim world. Rumi’s use of Persian and Arabic in his poetry, in addition to some Turkish and less Greek, has resulted in his being claimed variously for Turkish literature and Persian literature, a reflection of the strength of his influence in Iran and Turkey. The influence of his writings in the Indian subcontinent is also substantial. By the end of the 20th century, his popularity had become a global phenomenon, with his poetry achieving a wide circulation in western Europe and the United States. (www.britannica.com)
The Guest House is one of the poems from Rumi: The Book of Love: Poems of Ecstasy and Longing (2003) translated into English by Coleman Barks. In the poem a human being is likened to a guest house which is frequented by all types of guests. Spirituality which celebrates inner tranquility is the dominant mood of this poem.
The Guest House
This being human is a guest house.
Every morning a new arrival.
A joy, a depression, a meanness, some momentary awareness comes as an unexpected visitor.
Welcome and entertain them all! [image: ]Even if they're a crowd of sorrows, who violently sweep your house empty of its furniture, still, treat each guest honorably.
He may be clearing you out for some new delight.
The dark thought, the shame, the malice, meet them at the door laughing and invite them in.
Be grateful for whoever comes, because each has been sent as a guide from beyond.
Always check your inner state with the lord of your heart. [image: ]
Copper doesn't know it's copper, until it's changing to gold.
Your loving doesn't know majesty, until it knows its helplessness
· Source: Rumi: The Book of Love: Poems of Ecstasy and Longing
· (Barks, C. 2003)
Exploring the Text
1. The poem opens with the expression "This being human". Is the meaning of this expression similar to that of "this human being"? If not, what is the difference in meaning between them?
2. What is the key metaphor that the poet has used for a human body? Describe a human body by using similar metaphors.
3. who are the different guests that frequent our house? Describe each in brief.
4. What message does the poet convey to readers through this poem? Support your answer with evidence from the poem.
5. According to the poet, each visitor has a purpose and we are destined to meet them. Elucidate this with examples from the poem.
6. What does the poet mean when he says, "Your loving doesn't know majesty, until it knows its helplessness"?
Appreciation and Free Writing
1. Write an essay on "Self-awareness is the key to inner peace".
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Laxmi Prasad Devkota has compared our body with a temple in his famous poem Yatri (A Pilgrim). Read Devkota’s Yatri and write an essay, comparing it with Rumi's The Guest House.
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