MAYA ANGELOU
A well-known poet and beloved icon or the civil rights movement of America, Maya Angelou ( 1928-2014) spent difficult but mosaic life. Born and grown in America, she had bundles of experiences related to gender, love of soil, black community and family affairs, some of her representative poems are I Know Why the Caged Birds Sings, Life doesn't Frightened Me, Phenomenal Woman, and The Traveller.
Maya Angelou, an African American poet, wrote this poem Africa describing the tragic events held by the Europeans who invaded Africa. She has used metaphors and images to compare the then Africa to a healthy woman. Angelou, in the first stanza, has used landmarks: mountains, deserts, Nile, etc. in order to present the woman with her physical appearance. Africa, the soil of different landscapes, was attacked by both Europeans and Americans. Nationality and sovereignty of Africa were on the verge of loss. At this juncture, she concludes that such obstacles can be settled down and national supremacy can be achieved through the consistent struggle/protest.
Africa
Thus she had lain suger cane sweet deserts her hair golden her feet mountains her breasts	[image: ]two Niles her tears Thus she has lain
Black through the years.
	
Over the white scas rime White and cold brigands ungentled icicle bold took her young daughters sold her strong sons churched her with Jesus bled her with guns Thus she has lain.
Now she is rising remember her pain remember the losses her screams loud and vain remember her riches her history slain now she is striding although she has lain.
· Source: http://www.afropoets.net
Exploring the Text
1. Describe the landscape depicted in the first stanza of the poem.
2. what poetic devices does the poet use to compare Africa with a healthy woman?
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]In what ways has Africa been abused and made ugly by the Whites(both Europeans and Americans) at the time of invasion?
4. Has Africa been able to regain her original status at the end of this poem? Describe in brief.
5. Describe the rhyming patterns used in this poem.
6. Does this poem express the feelings of diaspora? Present your views 

     Appreciation and Free Writing
1. Globalization is a new edition of Colonialism. Do you agree with this statement? Give a reasoned answer.
2. [image: ]The beauty of a nation lies in its national independence. How far has Nepal, standing between two powerful neighbor’s, been able to make them acknowledge this fact and practice accordingly?
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