ALFRED LORD TENNYSON
Tennyson (1809—1892), who put human seriousness and softness at the center of writing, is one of the often quoted poets of the Victorian age in English literature. He guided other literary writers of the age and established him as a pioneer of Victorian balance. For him, musical quality in poems is more important than
thought. He authored the poems Tears, Idle Tears, In Memorium, The Eagle and so on.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In this poem the word 'break' is used to describe the breaking of the waves of the sea against the (sea) shore and the rhythm with the insistent beat of Break, Break, Break emphasizes the sadness, and loss the poet feels after the death of his dear friend Arthur Hallam. It is an elegiac lyric which particularly expresses sorrow and the theme of nostalgia and isolation.
Break, Break, Break
Break, break, break,
On thy cold gray stones, O Sea!
And I would that my tongue could utter The thoughts that arise in me.
O, well for the fisherman's boy,
That he shouts with his sister at play!
O, well for the sailor lad,
That he sings in his boat on the bay!
And the stately ships go on
To their haven under the hill;
But O for the touch of a vanish’d hand,
And the sound of a voice that is still !
Break, break, break
At the foot of thy crags, O Sea!
But the tender grace of a day that is dead Will never come back to me.
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Exploring the Text
1. Describe 'Break, Break, Break' as a lyric.
2. what does the poet compare his present condition with? What is the conclusion of such a comparison?
3. In what way is the voice of indifference expressed in this poem?
4. Why does the poet feel sad? Is anyone ready to listen to his sorrow?
5. What is the central idea of this poem?
6. Explain the following lines with reference to the context Break, Break, Break,
At the foot of the crags, O sea!
But the tender grace of a day that is dead Will never come back to me.
Appreciation and Free Writing
1. Write a critical appreciation of the poem 'Break, Break, Break.'
2. Your neighbours have just lost their lovely child. Write a poem expressing your grief.
