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Andrienne Rich is a pioneering American poet, essayist and radical feminist, who was born in 1929 and died in 2012. She is one of the most widely read and influential poets of second half of the 20th century. The main focus of her writing is the suppression and exploitation of women and lesbians. She was best known as an advocate of women's rights which she explored in her poetry and prose. Furthermore, she addressed the antiwar movement and wrote of the marginalized and underprivileged women in the world. Some of her collected poems are: A Change of the World (1951), Midnight Salvage Poems (1995 to 1998), and Tonight No Poetry (2007 to 2010).
Her remarkable essays are: Compulsory Heterosexuality and Lesbian existence and Feminism and Community.
This poem is composed in prosaic form which is like a story. There is a lack of distinct poetic qualities in the poem. It is written in an impersonal tone instead of using a subjective tone as convention of poetry. It reflects the life of a postmodern couple which lacks patience, negotiation, understanding, collaboration and harmony to live a dignified satisfactory married life in the society. It is also an epitome of oppression, discrimination, and exploitation of a woman by the dominance of patriarchal society. Due to the row between husband and wife, she does not have emotional hearty attachment with her husband. The poet argues that a woman is confined only in four walls of the house and lacks liberty. The husband has more freedom and comfortable life than his wife. There is an adverse impact on the life of their children if husband and wife keep on quarrelling in the family even for trivial matters.
Novella
Two people in a room, speaking harshly.
One gets up, goes out to walk
(That is the man)
The other goes into the next room and washes the dishes, cracking one. (That is the woman) It gets dark outside.
The children quarrel in the attic.
She has no blood left in her heart.
The man comes back to a dark house.
The only light is in the attic.
He has forgotten his key. He rings at his own door.
and hears sobbing on the stairs.
The lights go on in the house.
The door closes behind him. Outside, separate as minds the stars too come alight.
· Source: Elements of Literature (Edited by Scholes, R. et al. 1997)
Exploring the Text
1. Describe the tone of the poem.
2. What do you mean "She has no blood left in her heart?"
3. What does it mean that the husband returns home to ring the bell?
4. What does the poet intend to convey through this poem?
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]What is main theme of this poem?
6. How does this poem differ from traditional poems?
Appreciation of Free Writing
l. Do you think this poem reflects the life of a backward poor woman in rural Nepalese society? Justify your answer.
2. Have you ever observed and experienced an episode similar to the one depicted in the poem? Share your experience.
3. How does feminist ideology advocate for the abdision of the exploitation and supression of women?
