
DAVID HERBERT LAWRENCE
David Herbert Lawrence, a novelist, short-story writer, poet, and essayist, was born in England,1885. Though better known as a novelist, Lawrence's first* published works (in 1909) were poems, and his poetry, especially his evocations of the natural world' have since had a significant influence on many poets on both sides of the Atlantic. He believed in writing poetry that was stark, immediate and true to the mysterious inner force which motivated it. Many of his best-loved poems treat the physical and inner life of plants and animals. Lawrence was a rebellious and profoundly polemical with radical views, who regarded sex, the primitive subconscious, and nature as cures to what he considered the evils of modern industrialized society. His collections of poetry include Look! We Have Come Through (1917), a collection of poems about his wife; Birds, Beasts, and Flowers (1923); and Pansies (1929), which was banned on publication in England. (www.poets.org).
Trees in the Garden is taken from The Complete Poems of D. H. Lawrence, edited by V. De Sola Pinto and F. W. Roberts (1957). The poem celebrates the majesty of tress, their calmness and the mystery they are endowed with. What runs through the poem is the speaker's fascination with physical and inner life of trees.
Trees in the Garden
Ah in the thunder air how still the trees are!
And the lime-tree, lovely and tall, every leaf silent hardly looses even a last breath of perfume.
And the ghostly, creamy coloured little tree of leaves white, ivory white among the rambling greens how evanescent, variegated elder, she hesitates on the green grass as if, in another moment, she would disappear with all her grace of foam!
And the larch that is only a column, it goes up too tall to see:
and the balsam-pines that are blue with the grey-blue blueness of things from the sea, and the young copper beech, its leaves red-rosy at the ends how still they are together, they stand so still in the thunder air, all strangers to one another as the green grass glows upwards, strangers in the silent garden.
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Exploring the Text [image: ]
1. How many types of trees has the speaker described in the poem? Note down the key expressions used to depict each type and use them in your own sentences. [image: ]
2. How does the poet's perception of the larch differ from his perception of the little tree of leaves?
3. What does the poet mean when he says the young copper beech trees are standing together, but they are strange to each other?
4. This poem celebrates the majesty of trees. To what extent do you agree with this statement? Justify your answer with evidence from the poem?
S. Why do you think that the speaker has repeatedly used the adjective still to describe the trees?
6. What is the central theme of the poem?
7. Convert the poem into prose in about three paragraphs.
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Appreciation and Free Writing
1. On the philosophical level Trees in Garden hints at the connection between trees and human beings. Write a couple of paragraphs exploring such a connection.
2. Write a couple of paragraphs describing your fascination with trees/plants.
3. Write a contemplative/meditative essay on 'beauty of a tree'.
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