GERARD MANLEY HOPKINS
Hopkins, who started his career as a poet and a priest, is a user of sprung rhythm in poetry. Although he was born and bred in the Victorian age, he writes and thinks in the same manner as T. S. Eliot, Izra Pound and the Sitwells. He can be acknowledged as a religious and a nature poet. As a writer, he admits a fair sprinkling of archaic and dialects but the use of rich and surprising vocabulary always draws the attention of readers.
God's Grandeur, The Windover, Spring and Fall, and Inversnaid are some of his representative poems.
The present poem was composed in 1877 when
Hopkins was studying theology in North Wales. The poet was then in a cheerful mood, and the countryside of Wales with its beauty and simplicity was strengthening his thought. As a keen observer of nature, he evocates that the Pied Beauty in nature is creation of God.
Pied Beauty
Glory be to God for dappled things —
For skies of couple-color as a brinded cow;
For rose-moles all in stipple upon trout that swim;
Fresh-fire coal chestnut-falls; finches' wings;
Landscape plotted and pieced — fold, fallow, and plough; And áll trádes, their gear and tackle and trim.
	
All things counter, original, spare, strange;
Whatever is fickle, freckled (who knows how?) With swift, slow; sweet, sour; adazzle, dim; He fathers-forth whose beauty is past change: Praise him.
· Source: Gerard Manley Hopkins: Poems and Prose (1985)
Exploring the Text
1. Why does the poet appeal the readers to respect God?
2. Make a list of words from the poem having alliteration and describe the effect they can create.
3. What does the poet compare God with? And what is the result of such a comparison?
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]What do the compounds: couple-color, rose-moles, fire-coal, chestnut falls, fathers-forth refer to?
5. Describe the tone of the poem 'Pied Beauty'.
6. With the support of the poem, state the greatness of God.
Appreciation and Free Writing
1. In what way does Hopkins attempt to connect natural beauty with the creation of God?
	[image: ]	2. Write a critical appreciation of the poem 'Pied Beauty'.
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