ROBERT HERRICK
Herrick was a 17th century English lyric poet and cleric. Apart from composing shape poems, he wrote 'carpe diem poems', one of the trends of writing during metaphysical period. He authored the poems, namely Dreams to the Virgins, Make Much of It and A Hymn to Love.
In prose, syntax and punctuation are the main guide to the voice of a reader, providing indicators of emphasis, pace and speed but poetry may not follow them seriously. As readers, our eyes are the most direct route to our voices and such visual poem Pillar of Fame can help us enjoy reading poetry. In this poem, Herrick's use of one structured stanza noticeably employs visual devices to cement strengths and weaknesses of a pillar's form. The center lines 'The Kingdoms Fall' suggests that struggles may arise to weaken the pillar but the immediate line after it (i.e. a bit more widened) makes it clear that these attacks will not affect the immortality of the pillar. Endowed with the firmed structures, spaced liberally and deliberately throughout, the pillar itself is regaining its strengths after several threats have been made. It is immortal in essence.

Pillar of Fame
Fame's pillar here, at last, we set,
Out-during marble, brass or jet;
Charmed and enchanted so, As to withstand the blow Of overthrow: Nor shall the seas,
Or outrages
Of storms, o'erbear What we up-rear;
The' kingdoms fall,
This pillar never shall Decline or waste at all;
But stand for ever by his own
Firm and well-fixed foundation.
· Source: https://www.poetryfoundafion.ot
Exploring the Text
1. How does this poem express the spirit of Renaissance?
2. What different poetic traits (i.e. prosodic features) have been used in the
[image: ]poem?
3. What does the expression 'firm and well-fixed foundation' (in the last line) refer to?
4. Why are the last two lines of this poem longer than the rest?
5. What is the central idea of this poem?
Appreciation and Free Writing
1. Can fame be everlasting as the poet concludes in this text? Argue in favor or against it.
2. Explain with reference to the context.
The Kingdoms fall,
This pillar never shall
Decline or waste at all;
But stand for ever by his own
[bookmark: _GoBack]Firm and well-fixed foundation.
3. Write a concrete poem on any topic that you prefer.
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