Section 1
ENGLISH POETRY


GEORGE GORDON BYRON
[bookmark: _GoBack]George Gordon Byron (1788 —1824), known as Lord Byron, was an English nobleman, poet, politician, and leading figure in the Romantic movement. He is regarded as one of the greatest British poets and remains widely read and influential. Among his best-known works are the lengthy narrative poems Don Juan and Childe Harold's Pilgrimage as well as the short lyric poem She Walks in Beauty. He travelled extensively across Europe, especially in Italy, where he lived for seven years in the cities of Venice, Ravenna and Pisa. During his stay in Italy he frequently visited his friend and fellow poet
Percy Bysshe Shelley. Later in life Byron joined the Greek War of Independence fighting the Ottoman Empire, for which Greeks revere him as a national hero. Often described as the most flamboyant and notorious of the major Romantics, Byron was both celebrated and castigated in his life for his aristocratic excesses, which included huge debts, numerous love affairs with both men and women, as well as rumors of a scandalous liaison with his half-sister. One of his lovers, Lady Caroline Lamb, summed him up in the famous phrase "mad, bad, and dangerous to know".
This poem, written in abab verse form, describes the speaker's growing distance with he his beloved. It presents what happens when love does not go so well; when the relationship ends. The speaker is in a sad mood as he is parting from his beloved. The poem expresses universal feelings and attitudes towards lost love.
When We Two Parted
When we two parted
In silence and tears,
Halfbroken-hearted
To sever for years,
Pale grew thy cheek and cold,
Colder thy kiss; Truly that hour foretold Sorrow to this.
The dew of the morning
Sunk chill on my brow— [image: ]It felt like the warning Of what I feel now. Thy vows are all broken,
And light is thy fame; I hear thy name spoken, [image: ]And share in its shame.
They name thee before me,
A knell to mine ear; A shrudder comes o'er me— Why wert thou so dear? They know not I knew thee,
Who knew thee so well— Long, long I shall rue thee, Too deeply to tell.
In secret we met—
In silence I grieve,
That thy heart could forget,
Thy spirit deceive If I should meet thee
After long years,
How should I greet thee? With silence and tears.
[image: ] Source: https://www.poets.org/poetsorg



Exploring the Text
1. What is the poem about?
2. Why is  the speaker saddened in silence?
3. What did the speaker feel when he departed from his beloved?
4. When the speaker heard the name of his beloved, how did he feel?
5. If the speaker happens to meet his beloved long years later, how will he greet to her?
6. What is the intention of the speaker to be silent?
7. Write the theme of the poem in 250 words.
8. Some words used in the poem are no longer in everyday use. Find out such words and write their equivalent words of current use.
Appreciation and Free Writing
1. Nowadays, we see a growing divorce rate in the Nepalese society. In your opinion, what factors are responsible for this? Explain them.
2. Suppose you recently parted from your beloved. Write a letter or email to your close friend narrating what caused you to part from his/her and your feeling after the separation.
3. We often experience sadness due to our lost love. How can one overcome such sadness? Write a couple of paragraphs suggesting some ways to overcome it.
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