
OSWALD MBUISENI MTSHALI
Oswald Mbuiseni Mtshali was born in Vryheid, Natal' South Africa. He worked as a messenger in Soweto before becoming a poet, and his first book Sounds of a Cowhide Drum (1971) explores both the banality and extremity of apartheid through the eyes of working men of South Africa. Published with a preface by Nadine Gordimer, Sounds of a Cowhide Drum was one of the first books of poems by a black South African poet to be widely distributed. It provoked a considerable debate among the white South African population, but was extremely successful, winning the Olive Schreiner Prize for 1974 and making a considerable profit for its white publisher, Lionel Abrahams.
The poem The Face of the Hunger vividly depicts the physical appearance and condition of a child who is suffering from starvation in Africa. The poem hints at poverty and suffering of the Africans.
The Face of Hunger
I counted ribs on his concertina chest bones protruding as if chiselled by a sculptor's hand of famine.
He looked with glazed pupils seeing only a bun on some sky-high shelf.
The skin was pale and taut like a glove on a doctor's hand.

His tongue darted in and out like a chameleon's snatching a confetti of flies.
O! child, your stomach is a den of lions roaring day and night.
· Source: Anthology of African Literature (Edited by Kalu, A. C, 2007)
Exploring the Text
l. What is the setting of the poem?
2. What is the poem about?
3. Find the metaphors and similes in the poem and use them in your own sentences.
4. How does the poet describe the physical appearance of the child suffering from starvation?
S. What does the poet mean by the 'concertina chest', 'sky-high shelf, and 'a confetti of flies'
6. Summarize the poem in your own words.
Appreciation and Free Writing
l. Many people, particularly in the developing countries have been suffering from starvation. What are the reasons for this problem? Suggest some ways to over the problem. You can also refer to the poem above.
[bookmark: _GoBack]2. Compose a poem focusing on any issues that affects the life of Nepalese.
