

WALTER O DAME
Walter Odame is an African poet. Many Of his poems have been published in the Ken [image: ]Times. He is a member of the Kenya Poets Association and Writers Guild.
Dear Child, a free verse poem written in the context of West Africa, is about a street child The poem depicts physical appearance of the child; his compulsion to roam different places of the city for food; and ignorance of the government about him. Overall, it portraits difficulties and hardships faced by the street child.
Dear Child
In your splattered face I see the different faces of our city some bright, clean and wealthy others dull, dirty and poor.
You roam the concrete jungle peopled with cars, buses and lorries like a hen combs the dirt looking here and there for a kindred soul [image: ]from whom to pluck a coin or two [image: ]Dear child fighting over leftover chips and rotting bread [image: ]does your absent father know, care you slept in the dustbin covered with a blanket of refuse? Does your poor or whoring mother know that love, comfort is from fellow parking boys and girls?
Child-adult your silent misery is of an assumed usuality no questions are raised in parliament (your quota is budgeted in charity homes) no public official's conscience suffers when the city askaris chase you off parking bays like a pilfering rat
                             Child
I haven't the right, heart, courage to tell you to your face weep not, dream not, ask not at what a cosy home a responsible authority might have been we all stand rebuked.
· Source: Anthology of African Literature (Edited by Kalu, A C, 2007)
Exploring the Text
1. Who is the poet addressing to?
2. What does the poet see on the child's splattered face?
3. How does the child live in the city?
4. What does the poet mean in the phrases "the concrete jungle" and 'blanket of refuse"?
5. What does the child eat? Where does he sleep?
6. What efforts have been made by the government to address the child's concerns? Are street children's problems discussed in the parliament?
7. What is the meaning of the parenthesis used in the fifth stanza of the poem?
8. Why cannot the poet tell the child weep not, dream not and ask not about a cozy home?
9. Rewrite the poem in a prose form.
Appreciation and Free Writing
l. Write a story about street children's life in Nepal.
2. Compose a poem on "The Life of Street Children”
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Street children are one of the most misunderstood and unaddressed populations in the world to reduce child poverty. Explain this statement with your own opinion.
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