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Three Haikus
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lìasho (lö4Eló1)4), the 17th-centt1t'YJapanese haiku master, was n in the town of Ueno, near Kyoto, Japan, to minor samurai nncl his wife, It is believed that Basho's siblings became farmers, while Basho, at Ueno Castle in the service of the local lord's son, grew interested in literature, During these early years Basho studied Chinese poetry and Taoism, and soon began writing Itaikai renga, a torm of linked verses composed in collaboration. (https://www.poetry foundation.org)
Merriam-webster Dictionary defines haiku as "an unrhymed Japanese poetic form that consists of 17 syllables arranged in three lines containing five, seven, and five syllables, respectively". A haiku expresses much and suggests more in the fewest possible words. The form gained distinction in the 17th century, when Basho, a Japanese poet considered the greatest practitioner of the form, elevated it to a highly refined art. It remains Japan's most popular poetic form. The Imagist poets (1912—30) and others have imitated the form in English and other languages. [image: ]
The first two haikus are taken from Matsuo Basho: Two Hundred Selected Haiku (2008), while the last one is from Allan Watts' translation. Each focuses on some aspect of season or nature and creates a juxtaposition of two unexpectedly similar subjects. The first haiku, for instance, brings together the images of a poor peasant boy and the autumn moon. Similarly, in the second haiku, the poet shows an analogy between drifting of clouds and separation of wild goose from his only friend.

Haiku 1
[Autumn 1687] 
a poor peasant boy
husking rice: he pauses now to gaze the moon
    

Haiku 2
[1672]
as clouds drift apart a wild goose now separates from his only friend
[The poem indicates both 'wild goose' and 'temporary' a dual meaning explained by the fact that wild geese are migrant birds leaving Japan in spring and returning
In autumn]
Source: Two Hundred Selected Haiku (2008)
Haiku 3
The old pond,
A frog jumps in:
Plop!
· Translated by Allan Watts.
· Source: http://beechwoodreview.com
Exploring the Text
1. which season is being referred to in Haiku 1 ? How has it contributed to [image: ]your understanding of the central image of the poem ?
2. The moon offers a temporary solace to the poor boy. Do you agree with this statement? Justify your answer.
3. What similarities can you draw between clouds and a wild goose?
4. Who do you think is the goose's only friend? What could be the reason for their separation?
5. What do drifting of clouds and migration of wild geese suggest about transience of our life and relationship?
6. Describe the location (where), the agent (who) and the movement and subsequent effects (what happens) in Haiku 3.
7. For you what do the ancient pond and frog symbolize?
Appreciation and free writing
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Haiku 3 is probably the most notable creation by Basho and one of the most widely read and translated creations. You can find its multiple translations in English on the Internet. Read some of the translations
(say five) and write three paragraphs comparing them in terms of word selection, number of words, and images.
2. Visit the Internet to explore more information about the form of a haikl and write three haikus and share them with your friends.
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