
FRANCISCO X. ALARCÓN
Chicano poet and educator Francisco Xavier Alarcón (1954—2016) was born in Wilmington, California. During his childhood, Alarcón straddled the line between cultures, spending time living with his parents outside of Los Angeles and his other relatives in Guadalajara, Mexico. This diverse upbringing would significantly influence Alarcón's work, leading him to become, as he says, a "binational, bicultural and a bilingual writer." Alarcón's poems generally feature short lines and stanzas that explore mestizo culture and identity, American identity, sexuality, Mesoamerican history, and mythology. His honors include the 1993 American Book Award, Carlos
Pellicer-Robert Frost Poetry Honor Award, Chicano Literary Prize, Fred Cody Lifetime Achievement Award, and the 1993 PEN Oakland Josephine Miles Award. (www.poets. org/poetsorg)
Words are Birds is taken from Francisco's collection of poems Laughing Tomatoes and Other Spring Poems (1997). Comparing with birds, the poem reveals the types of words and their migratory nature. Written in small columns, its language is simple and appealing to children. All in all, the poem celebrates the role of words in our life.
Words are Birds
words are birds that arrive with books and spring



they love clouds the wind and trees
some words are messengers that come from far away from distant lands
for them there are no borders [image: ]only stars[image: ]
moon and sun
some words are familiar like canaries others are exotic like the quetzal bird
[bookmark: _GoBack]some can stand the cold others migrate with the sun [image: ]to the south
some words die caged— they're difficult to translate
and others build nests have chicks warm them feed them teach them how to fly and one day they go away in flocks
the letters on this page arc the prints they leave by the sea
[image: ][image: ] Source: Laughing Tomatoes and Other Spring Poems (1997)
Exploring the Text
[image: ]Copy in your notebook the metaphors and similes used in the poem. what are the similarities and differences between them? Discuss them with the examples from this poem.
	2.	How are words likened to birds? Do you agree with the poet’s comparison?
3,	While comparing with birds, the poem presents different types of words. Wht are they? Describe the nature of each type.
[image: ]What does the speaker mean to say 'some words die, when they fail to translate'? What do you think is the role of translation in giving life to words? [image: ]Can words migrate like birds? Justify your answer with the evidence from the poem.
Appreciation and Free Writing
1. Discuss the central metaphor of the poem.
2. Convert the poem into three short paragraphs.
3. Write an essay on 'words transcend all borders'.
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