L.M . SILK O
Acclaimed novelist, poet, and essayist Leslie Marmon Silko is known for her lyric treatment of Native American subjects. Born in 1948 to the photographer Lee Marmon and his wife Mary Virginia Leslie, Marmon Silko is of Laguna Pueblo, Mexican and Anglo-American heritage. Her mixed ancestry has influenced her work in myriad ways. Growing up on the edge of the Laguna Pueblo reservation, Marmon Silko's earliest experiences were positioned between cultures. Remarking in an interview with Alan Velie "I am of mixed-breed ancestry, but what I know is Laguna," Marmon Silko has deepened her affiliation to her tribe through her books, which draw on Laguna myths and story-tellinc traditions. In 1974, she published a volume of poetry called Laguna Woman. Marmon Silko has also acknowledged the influence of her own family's storytelling on her method and vision. Her works primarily focus on the alienation of Native Americans in a white society and on the importance of native traditions and community in helping them cope with modern life. She has been noted as a major contributor to the Nafive American literary and artistic renaissance, which began in the late 1960s.(www.poetryfoundation.org)
This song is taken from Silko's highly acclaimed story with the title Lullaby . Ayah, the central female character, sings Chato, her husband, this song-.- the song that her grandparents had sung to her in her childhood days. The song foregrounds the harmonious relationship between humans and nature as reflected in Laguna mFhs. Moreover, it also emphasizes the protective role of nature.


Lullaby
[image: ]The earth is your mother, she holds you. The sky is your father, [image: ]he protects you. Sleep, [image: ]	sleep.
     Rainbow is your sister, she loves you.
The winds are your brothers, they sing to you. Sleep, sleep.
We are together always
We are together always There never was a time when this was not so.
· Source: The Story and Its Writer (Edited by Charters, A. 1995)
Exploring the Text
1. What is a lullaby? What are its distinctive features? Does this lullaby
contain such features? Discuss.
2. What roles do the earth and the sky play in the protection of a child? How do they complement each other?
3. Read the last five lines again and describe what the singer is focusing on.
4. Read "Lullaby" literally and figuratively and write its central theme in about 200 words.
[bookmark: _GoBack]5. Could you think of another title for this lullaby? Write a paragraph justifying your title.
Appreciation and Free Writing
1. Read 'Lullaby' again and imagine its overall context: the place where it is being sung, its singing time, the singer, the listener and its purpose. Present it in about 350 words.
2. Remember one of the lullabies your parents or grandparents had sung to you. Present it in English. Also, write a short introduction to it and share your writing with your friends.
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